Noakes Grove nature reserve
Lambs & Bluebells Day
Sunday May 1st 2022 - 10 am - 4 pm
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Free entry: donations welcome
An open day with plenty for all ages to do
Donkey-cart rides
Puppet shows
Catch-alive moth and mouse
trapping
Pond dipping and minibeast
hunts
Guided tours
Meet the sheep
Refreshments
Music from the Walden Buskersand Bumpstead
Bojangles
There is a small car park but, if you live close by,
please walk or cycle

Noakes Grove was once part of Sewards End Farm: farmed
through most of the 20th century by the Reeve brothers.
Noakes Grove has changed little over the centuries: this map
dated 1758 shows that the wood and fields had the same boundaries and names then as they do now.

The wildife habitats in Noakes Grove
This is the piece of ancient woodland that gives its name to the
reserve: it has a good display of bluebells in spring and also
small numbers of oxlips: a Saffron Walden speciality.

The traditional pasture land (Arbury Meadow)
is where the sheep live most of the time. These
meadows have a changing display of wildflowers through the seasons with good numbers of
pyramidal and other wild orchids in June.
The thorn scrub, with its network of
sunny rides is host to a wide range of wild flowers. The large population of wild liquorice plants
is one of the most important in the area.
The L-shaped piece of grassland (where
the car park is) suffered from dumping of waste materials and
thus has a superabundance of nettles, docks and thistles. It is the
site of the cottage of the Noakes family who created a small farm
by clearing forest lands over 600 years ago.

Visits

You are welcome to visit Noakes Grove whenever you wish: if
you are accompanied by children and/or dogs you are responsible for their safety and behaviour. Remember, the sheep live
inside electric-fenced paddocks which will normally be switched
on during your visit.

Who we are

Noakes Grove belongs to a local community interest (not for
profit) company.  You can read all  about our activities on our
website: www.walden-countryside.co.uk

Becoming a Friend of Noakes Grove

We are dependent on the support of local people for our work:
you can become a “Friend of Noakes Grove” for a donation of
whatever amount you chose. There are also regular opportunities
to help with the physical management of the reserve.
Search “Noakes Grove donate”.

